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To  the  Forden  Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Councillors, 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  1957  which  has  been  drawn  up 
with  due  regard  to  the  Welsh  Board  of  Health  Circular  on  this  subject,  No .1/1958 (Wales) 

The  statistics  show  that  1957  was  an  average  year  and  that  it  bore  favourable 
comparison  with  the  rest  of  the  country. 

The  situation  regarding  water  supplies  once  again  figures  largely  in  this  report 
and  during  the  year  uneasiness  was  often  felt  about  the  adequacy  of  these  supplies. 

At  the  time  of  writing  this  report  there  are  signs  that  these  perennial  difficulties 
may  soon  be  resolved  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  next  Annual  Report  will  contain 
a description  of  definite  progress  if  not  the  actual  initiation  of  a comprehensive 
scheme  • 

As  1957  was  the  last  complete  year  in  which  Mr.  Hunt  served  as  Surveyor/Public 
Health  Inspector  I should  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my  thanks  for 
his  helpful  co-operation  during  our  time  together  and  of  w;ishing  him  a happy 
retirement.  I must  also  thank  him  for  his  uaual  detailed  preparation  of  part  of  this 
report. 

Lastly,  I am  glad  to  acknowledge  the  friendly  and  understanding  support  which 
I receive  from  you  Mr.  Chairman,  the  other  members  of  the  Council,  the  Clerk  and  the 
staff . 


I.  B.  MILLAR. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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SECTION  A. 

GENERAL  STATISTICS.  Area  - 49,774  acres 

Estimated  Mid-Year  Population  - 5220 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  rate  books  - 1,567* 
Rateable  value  - at  3l/l2/57  **  £26,945* 

Product  of  penny  rate  - £115.  19*  Od* 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Population;  This  ha>s  increased  by  50  on  the  1956  estimate. 

Live  Births : Legitimate  - Male  48 

Female  44 

Illegitimate  - Male  3 
Female  1 

TOTAL  ^ 

Note ; 35  of  these  births  (14  male,  21  female)  took  place  outside  the 
district  as  compared  with  31  last  year  and  22  the  year  before. 

This  is  probably  representative  of  an  increasing  tendency  to  use 
hospitals . 

Crude  Birth  Rate : 18*4  per  1,000  population. 

Corrected  Birth  Rate (for  age  and  sex):  20*3  per  1,000  population  (compared  with 

the  provisional  figure  of  l6°l  for  England  and  Wales). 

Still  Births:  Legitimate  - Male  1 

Female  1 
Total  2 

Still  Bith  Rate:  20*4  per  1,000  live  and  still  births  (compared 

with  the  provisional  figure  of  22*4  for  England  and  Wales). 

Neonatal  Deaths  : 2 (Legitimate,  Male). 

Post-natal  Deaths  : 1 (Legitimate,  Male). 

Total  Infant  Mortality  : 31*25  per  1,000  live  births 
Xoompared  with  the  provisional  figure  of  23*0  for  England 
and  Wales) • 

Perinatal  Mortality  : 40*8  per  1,000  total  births. 

Causes^_of  Perinatal  Deaths . As  usual  Prematurity  was  the 
main  or  associated  cause.  In  the  male  stillbirths  and  one 
of  the  neonatal  deaths  it  was  the  main  cause . In  the  female 
stillbirth  it  was  associated  with  toxaemia  and  failure  to 
attend  earlier  than  22  weeks  for  antenatal  care.  In  the 
other  neonatal  death  it  was  associated  with  mild  toxaemia. 

Deaths : All  causes  : Male  39 

Female  22 
Total  6l 

Crude  Death  Rate:  11*68  per  1,000  population. 

Corrected  Death  Rate  (for  age  and  sex):  8*3  per  1,000  population 

(compared  with  the  provisional 
rate  of  11*5  for  England  and  Wales) 


Infant  Mortality:  (a) 

lb 


(a) 


Cause 


DEATHS  BY  GAUSS  , AGE  AND  SEX . 


Sex 


Under  1-10  20-30  30-40  40-50  50-60  60-70  70-80  80-90  90+ 


TOIAL 
M E 


Tuberculosis 

respiratory 

M 

E 

l 

1 

1 

1 

Other  infective  and 
parasitic  disease 

E 

1 

1 

Malignant  neoplasm 
stomach 

M 

E 

' 1 

1* 

1 

1 

Malignant  neoplasm 
lung,  bronchus 

M 

1 

1 

2 

Malignant  neoplasm 
uterus 

E 

1 

1 

Malignant  neoplasm 
pharynx 

M 

1 

1 

Malignant  neoplasm 
rectum 

M 

1 

1 

Vascular  lesions  of 

M 

4 

2* 

nervous  system 

E 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

8 

Coronary  disease 

M 

T'L1 

2 

' 2 

1 

6 

angina 

E 

1 

1 

2 

Other  heart  disease 

M 

5* 

3* 

1 

9 

E 

4 

1 

5 

Other  circulatory 

disease 

M 

1* 

1 

1 

1 

4 

Pneumonia 

M 

1 

1 

E 

1* 

1 

Bronchitis 

M 

1 

2 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and 

duodenum 

M 

1 

1* 

2 

Gastritis 3 enteritis 

__  and  diarrhoea 

E 

1 

1 

Congenital 

M 

1 

1 

malf ormations 

I1' 

1* 

1 

Other  defined  and 

ill  d.efined  diseases 

M 

2* 

2 

Suicide 

M 1 

~i" 

1 “ 

Totals 

M 

3 

1 2 

2 

2' ' 

8 

' 13  ' 

7 

2 

40 

E 

1 

2 

4 

3 

5 

22 

Grand  to  tad  s _ 

-2_ 

11  2 

6 

11 

18 

14,._ 

2 

62 

* Cases  with  other  contributing  causes  of  death. 

i.e.  Malignant  neoplasm  stomach  (e)  also  had  malignant  neoplasm  colon  . 

Vascular  lesion  of  nervous  system  (M)  also  had  chronic  bronchitis. 

Other  heart  disease  (M.  aged  70-80 ) also  had  chronic  bronchitis. 

(M  aged  70-80)  also  had  duodenal  ulcer. 

(M  aged  8O-9O;  also  had  fracture  neck  of  femur 
Other  circulatory  disease  (M)  also  had  operation  for  strangulated  inguinal 

hermia  one  week  before  death. 

Pneumonia  (e)  also  had  diabetis. 

Ulcer  of  duodenum  (M)  also  had  chronic  bronchitis. 

Congenital  malformation  of  Heart  (E)  also  had  cardiac  failure  and  pneumonia. 
The  Ill-Defined  Diseases  (M)  were  Prematurity  and  one  was  associate!  with 
toxaemia  of  pregnancy.  Both  deaths  occurred  -within  2 days  of  birth. 
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COjgMA.TIVE  STATISTICS . 


Year 

Population 

Crude 

Birth  Rate 

Still 

Birth 

Rate 

Crude 

Death 

Rate 

Infant 

Mortality 

Rate 

Perinatal 

Mortality 

1945 

4788 

16  *08 

16  *1 

49 ‘4 

27*6 

16*9 

11*4 

52- 

46 

46 

1946 

4905 

20*8 

19*1 

55.5 

27*2 

13*6 

11*5 

39*2 

42*9 

44*3 

1947 

4851 

19-38 

20*5 

io«5 

24*1 

12.6 

12.0 

53*2 

41*4 

40*3 

1948 

4894 

19*82 

17.9 

20.2 

23*2 

11*4 

10.8 

61.8 

33.9 

38.5 

1949 

4967 

16*3 

16*7 

35*7 

22*7 

11*67 

11*7 

37 

32*4 

38*0 

1950 

4974 

15*7 

15*8 

12*7 

22*6 

12*1 

11*6 

38*4 

29*6 

37*4 

1951 

5049 

17*4 

15*5 

11.2 

23*0 

11  *6 

12.5 

NIL 

29*7 

38.2 

1952 

5046 

18*6 

15*3 

NIL 

22*7 

9*5 

11*3 

21*3 

27*6 

37*5 

1953 

5067 

I7e9 

15.5 

21.5 

22.4 

13.8 

11.4 

54*9 

26*8 

43  36*9 

1954 

5090 

18.3 

15.2 

NIL 

23.5 

13*6 

11*3 

21*5 

25*4 

21*5  38.1 

1955 

5180 

16.21 

15.0 

45.45 

23*2 

13-13 

11.7 

59.52 

24.9 

68.2  37-4 

Average 

1946-55 

for 

5002 

18-04 

16 .6 

21.3 

23*5 

120 

11*6 

38.7 

31*5 

38*6 

1956 

5170 

18.2 

15  *6 

10.5 

23*0 

14*1 

11*7 

10*6 

23*8 

21*1 

1957 

5220 

18*4 

16*1 

20.4 

22.4 

11*68 

11*5 

31*25 

23*0 

40.8 

Note 

: The 

second 

set  of  figures 

refers 

to  England  and  Wales. 

SECTION  B . SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA . 

(l)  WATER  - Except  in  the  Parishes  of  Berriew  and  Churchstoke,  there  was  an  ample 
supply  of  water  for  drinking  and  domestic  use,  but  in  many  areas,  particularly 
where  Dairy  farms  were  concerned,  there  were  shortages  of  good  quality  supplies. 
Efforts  were  again  made  to  revive  the  original  proposals  for  proceeding  with  a 
water  supply  scheme  on  a County  basis,  but  this  did  not  meet  with  any  success, 
further  meetings  were  held,  other  proposals  were  thoroughly  gone  into,  including 
one  regarding  a scheme  for  providing  water  to  the  areas  of  three  Local  Authorities 
only,  but  the  year  ended  without  anything  definite  being  decided. 

As  has  been  stated  for  very  many  years  now,  the  problem  of  water  supply  to 
this  district  is  a most  important  one,  as  the  lack  of  water  is  holding  up  the 
building  of  more  new  houses,  the  modernisation  of  many  others,  the  provision  of 
sewage  disposal  schemes  in  villages,  and  agricultural  requirements,  particularly 
where  dairy  farms  are  concerned. 

BAUSLEY  - So  far  as  the  thirty  eight  Council  Houses  are  concerned,  the  water 
supply  position  is  satisfactory,  as  the  quantity  required  for  these  houses  is 
piped  from  the  Welshpool  supply,  but  at  present  Welshpool  Borough  is  unable  to 
supply  more  than  this  amount.  Apart  from  one  large  estate  which  has  an  adequate 
supply  for  its  own  tenant  farmers,  other  parts  of  the  Parish  are  without  a 
satisfactory  supply  of  wholesome  water. 
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BERRTE^V  - For  many  years , there  has  been  a s erious  shortage  of  water  at  certain  dry 
times  of  the  year,  for  the  use  at  the  sixteen  Council  Houses,  and  to  the  Village 
generally.  This  was  the  case  again  this  year,  when  the  yield  from  Ladywell  Spring  was 
insufficient  to  meet  requirements.  However,  during  the  year,  two  boreholes  were 
sunk  some  two  hundred  yards  or  so  from  the  present  supply,  and  satisfactory  yields, 
enough  to  meet  all  present  needs  and  sufficient  for  all  further  foreseeable 
requirements,  were  obtained.  No.  1 Borehole,  ~/Oft  deep,  has  a maximum  yield  of  720 
gallons  per  hour,  and  was  tested  at  600  gallons  per  hour  in  a continuous  pumping  test 
of  14  days,  without  any  reduction  in  quantity.  This  is  14,400  gallons  per  24  hours 
and  the  report  of  the  Analyst  on  samples  of  this  water  is  Satisfactory.  No. 2 Borehole 
80  feet  deep,  yielded  1,000  gallons  per  hour  on  a 20  hours  test,  but  in  later 
continuous  pumping,  the  yield  fell  to  450  gallons  per  hour  in  three  days,  settled  down 
to  360  gallons  per  hour  after  14  days,  and  remained  at  this  quantity  for  a further 
seven  days.  (This  minimum  quantity  of  360  gallons  per  hour  equals  8,640  gallons  per 
24  hours.)  The  report  of  the  Analyst  on  a sample  of  this  water  was  "Satisfactory". 

Both  Boreholes  were  lined  to  the  rock,  and  can  be  used  as  permanent  Boreholes.  It 
has  now  been  approved  that  work  should  be  commenced  as  early  as  possible  to  develop 
No.l  Borehole,  in  order  to  augment  the  existing  supply  of  water.  A slight  modification 
of  the  original  plan  was  made  so  that  a chlorinating  plant  could  be  incorporated  in 
this  new  supply  if  necessary. 

CHURCHSTOKE  - For  some  years,  the  yield  of  water  from  the  Borehole  situated  on  the 
Housing  Estate  has  been  steadily  failing,  and  since  early  in  October,  1955 , only  with 
great  difficulty,  and  by  exercising  strict  economy,  was  it  possible  to  obtain  a 
limited  quantity  of  water  for  use  in  the  thirty  six  Council  Houses,  nine  other  houses, 
the  School  and  Canteen,  and  the  Village  Hall.  This  had  caused  considerable  hardship, 
particularly  to  tenants  on  the  highest  part  of  the  Estate,  and  complaints  were 
continually  being  received.  However,  work  which  had  already  been  commenced,  for 
providing  a new  supply  of  water  from  Comdon  Hill,  was  continued,  and  by  the  end  of 
the  year,  an  abundant  quantity  of  water  was  available  for  all  users . In  all, 
approximately  90  dwellings  could  be  provided  with  a plentiful  quantity  from  this  new 
source  of  supply.  Meters,  (so  far, 24  ),  have  been  fixed  on  pipelines  where  supplies 
are  taken  by  agricultural  properties . Although  a number  of  samples  of  the  water 
taken  recently  have  not  been  satisfactory  from  a bacteriological  point  of  view,  this 
is  no  doubt  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  workmen  are  still  doing  small  works  on  the 
collecting  area  and  on  the  pipeline.  There  is  no  reason  why,  after  all  work  is 
completed,  and  the  steel  reservoir  on  the  housing  estate  is  cleaned  out  and  disinfected 
there  should  not  be  a wholesome  supply,  without  the  necessity  of  chlorination. 

BERRIED  (DYFFRYN  LANE)  - A good  supply  of  water  is  always  available  to  the  eight 
Council  Houses  situated  here.  Yfater  is  dravm  into  the  kitchens  of  these  houses  by 
semi-rotary  pumps,  from  a well. 

ABERMULE  - A plentiful  supply  was  had  by  the  tenants  of  the  four  Council  Houses  on 
this  site. 

FOEDEN  - HEIGHT  ON  ROAD  HOUSING  ESTATE  - A good  supply  was  available  all  the  year 
round  for  the  ten  Council  Houses  situated  here.  Water  is  pumped  from  a borehole  into 
an  overhead  tank,  from  which  it  gravitates  to  the  houses.  This  site  is  also  known  as 
Springf ields . 

FORDEN  - CHURCH  SITE  (ALSO  KNOWN  AS  ST.  MICHAEL'S  CRESCENT) 

Again  a good  supply  was  pumped  from  a Borehole  to  the  32  Council  Houses  on  this 
estate.  The  nearby  school  and  school  canteen  are  also  provided  with  water  from  this 
estate.  See-  under  Schools. 
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MIDDLETOWN  - Once  more  there  was  an  abundant  supply  of  water  available  to  the  30 
Council  houses  situated  here,  and  to  one  house  privately  owned.  This  water  is 
chlorinated  before  being  piped  to  the  houses. 

LLANDYSSIL  - No  complaints  were  received  concerning  water  from  the  tenants  of  the  20 
Council  houses  on  this  site.  A plentiful  supply  v/as  obtained  by  pumping  from  a bore- 
hole into  an  overhead  tank,  from  which  it  was  piped  to  the  houses. 

COMPREHENSIVE  SURVEY  OE  THE  AREA  FOR  A GENERAL  WATER  SUPPLY  SCHEME  FOR  THE  WHOLE  OF 
Tiffl  MJRAL_  _DISTOICT . 

For  many  years,  the  Forden  Rural  District  Council  have  been  making  strenuous 
efforts  to  obtain  a satisfactory  water  supply  throughout  the  whole  of  the  District, 
not  only  for  domestic  requirements,  but  to  meet'the  urgent  agricultural  need, 
particularly  where  milk  production  is  concerned.  In  the  first  place,  a comprehensive 
scheme  for  the  whole  County  was  introduced.  This  had  the  support  of  the  Ministry 
Department • 

A survey,  at  great  expense,  was  carried  out,  a number  of  joint  meetings  of 
Local  Authorities, . convened  by  the  County  Council,  were  held,  but  owing  to  the  with- 
drawal of  a number  of  Local  Authorities  from  the  proposed  scheme,  it  was  abandoned. 

Much  later,  this  scheme  was  resurrected,  but  after  much  discussion,  only  four  Local 
Authorities  agreed  to  participate  in  the  scheme,  and  again,  the  water  supply  position 
remained  unchanged.  In  the  meantime,  the  Forden  R.D.C.,  realising  that  it  appeared 
to  be  a waste  of  time  and  money  to  pursue'  the  County  Scheme  any  further,  carried  out 
a comprehensive  survey  of  their  own  district,  In  due  course,  deta.ils  of  a proposed 
scheme  were  laid  before  the  Ministry  Department,  but  nothing  has  been  done  in  the 
matter.  In  July  of  this  year,  a further  meeting  of  four  Local  Authorities,  convened 
by  the  County  Council  was  held,  to  investigate  the  desirability  of  a Joint  Water 
Scheme  to  serve  the  four  Authorities.  One  of  these  Authorities  withdrew , however, 
and  the  possibility  of  ever  obtaining  an  adequate  water  supply  for  the  Forden  Rural' 
District  seemed  to  be  as  far  away  as  ever.  It  must  be  emphasised  that  if  old  dwellings 
are  to  be  modernised,  new  houses  built,  or  more  progress  made  in  up-to-date  methods 
of  clean  milk  production  on  the  farms,  it  is  most  essential  that  the  basic  necessity 
of  an  adequate  water  supply  should  be  met. 

CRjINT-AIDED  WATER _ jJJPPLY  _S CjffMBS . Only  four  farmers  took  advantage  of  the 

benefits  obtainable  winder  this  scheme,  which  is  administered  by  the  County 
Agricultural  Executive  Committee  on  behalf  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries 
and  Food. 

i 

(2)  DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE . - No  changes  during  the  year.  Apart  from  the  sewage 

disposal  plants  on  the  Council's  housing  estates,  and  a short  length  of  sewer  at  the 
Revel,  Berriew,  no  sewers  are  owned  by  the  Council.  The  question  of  providing  a 
sewage  disposal  scheme  for  the  whole  of  the  village  of  Berriew  has  been  considered, 
and  instructions  have  been  given  for  the  preparation  of  an  outline  scheme.  As 
mentioned  above  under  "Water" , an  abundant  supply  of  water  from  the  newly  sunk 
Boreholes  will  shortly  be  available,  and  it  is  anticipated  that  there  will  be  a 
further  number  of  conversions  from  conservancy  to  water  carriage  system. 

(3)  RIVERS  AND  STREAMS  - No  action  was  taken  during  the  year  to  check  the  pollution  of 
rivers  and  streams,  apart  from  ensuring  that  the  sewage  effluents  on  the  Council's 
housing  estates  were  of  good  quality. 

(4)  CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION  - Owing  to  the'  continued  absence  of  water  supply  throughout 
the  District,  it  is  regrettable  to  have  to  report  year  after  year,  that,  apart  from 
Council  housing  estates,  and  a certain  number  of  houses  having  their  own  private 
water  supply,  the  antiquated  conservancy  system  is  in  use  for  most  of  the  District. 

(5)  PUD  IIP  C LEANS ING-  - No  change  from  last  year.  Domestic  refuse  is  collected 
throughout  the  District  once  a fortnight.  A small  collection  of  clothing  was 
fumigated  to  comply  with  regula-tions  governing  the  transfer  of  used  clothing  to  the 
Ukraine. 
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(6)  Siy^^Y^fflSPECTION  OF  THS_.AgEA  - The  District  has  teen  inspected  systematically 
and  at  intervals  as  required,  and  where  defects  have  been  found,  these  have 

in  all  cases  been  remedied  by  informal  action. 

(7)  SHOPS  AND  OgPICES  - All  shops  and  offices  have  been  regularly  inspected  under 
the  provisions  of  the  Shops  Act,  1934*  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  and  The 
Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1936.  All  were  in  satisfactory  condition,  and  no 
action  was  necessary. 

(8)  GAMPI Mr  SITES  - No  sites  were  used  for  camping  during  the  year. 

(9)  SMOI^__-A.,RATElvrRNT  - Fortunately,  nuisance  from  smoke  does  not  occur  in  this  area 
so  that  no  action  was  necessary.  Polluted  air  does  invade  the  district  at 
times  however,  when  the  wind  is  between  North  and  East,  but  in  the  absence  of 
the  necessary  instruments,  the  degree  of  this  pollution  is  -unknown. 

£l0)  SWIMMING  BATHS  AND  POOLS  - There  are  none  in  the  district. 

(11)  ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS  - There  is  not  a single  case  of  bug  infestation  in  any 
part  of  the  district. 

(12)  SCHOOLS  - Nearly  all  Schools  in  the  district  have  a piped  water  supply.  They 
are  regularly  inspected,  and  there  are  no  complaints. 

SECTION  D. HOUSING . 

Owing  to  shortage  of  staff,  the  work  of  inspection  'of  dwelling  houses  in  the 
district  was  limited  in  the  early  months  of  the  year.  ‘ However,  as  the  work  of 
building  more  new  houses  was  deferred  for  the  time  being,  the  former  Clerk  of  Works 
was  employed  on  the  work  of  making  a detailed  Housing  Survey  throughout  the  whole 
of  the  district.  Good  progress  has  been  made  on  this. 

REMEDY  OF  DEFECTS  DURING  THE  YEI^WITHO^ 

Number  of  defective  dwellings  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by 
the  Local  Authority  or  their  Officers  - 28. 


HOUSING  ACTS  1949-54.  IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS.  PROGRESS  DURING  THE  YEAR. 

No.  of  dwellings  brought  up  to  standard  during  the  year  • - 3 

No.  of  dwellings  where  improvement  v/ork  was  in  progress 

during  the  year  - 7 

No . of  dwellings  where  grants  for  improvement  were  approved  ~ 5 

No.  of  cases  where  plans  and  particulars  were  awaited  - 8 


ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  POWERS  DURING  THE  YEAR . 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9 <10  and  l6  of  the  Hoiking  Act./,  JL936 . 

Number  of  dwellings  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served 

requiring  repairs  - Nil. 

(b)  Proceedings  under  the__^bjLie  Health_Acts . 

Number  of  dwellings  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served 

requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  - Nil. 

( c ) Proceeding  under  Section_2  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936 . 

1.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 

Orders  were  made  - Nil. 

2.  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders  - Nil. 


Over:- 
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(d)  Proceedings jimder__Seot ion  12  of  the  Housing__Aot , 1936 . 

1.  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in  respect 

of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  Nil* 

2.  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in  respect 
of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  tenement  or  room 

having  been  made  fit  Nil. 

HOUSING-  ACT,  193 6 - PART  IV  - OVERCROPPING . 

(a i Number  of  houses  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the  year  Nil. 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during  the  year  Nil. 

(c)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the  year  Nil. 

(cj)  Cases  in  which  dwelling  houses  have  again  become  overcrowded  after 

the  Local  Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of  overcrowding  Nil. 

NE^H0US_ES  BUILT  DURING  j^JYEAR.  During  the  year,  no  new  houses  were  built  by 
the  Council.  Pour  houses  and  two  Bungalows  were  built  by  private  enterprise. 

SECTION  INSPECTION  .AND  SUPEWISION .,0P_P00D . The  only  food  premises  in  the 
district  are  situated  in  the  villages.  They  are  as  follows:-  Four  grocers,  general 
stores,  and  sub-post  offices.  Six  grocers  and  general  stores.  One  butcher’s  shop. 
Two  bakeries.  These  are  frequently  inspected,  and  during  the  year,  everything 
was  satisfactory. 

MILK  SUPPLY  - The  only  premises  registered  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations 
are  Kilkewydd  Mill,  Forden,  owned  and  occupied  by  Midland  Dairies  Ltd.  This  firm 
collects  milk  at  farms  in  the  district  , processes  the  milk,  and  disposes  of  it 
outside  the  district . 

The  duties  of  supervising  milk  production  methods  at  farms,  and  the  inspection 
of  premises  used  in  connection  with  milk  production  are  carried  out  by  the  County 
Agricultural  Executive  Committee,  on  behalf  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture, 

Fisheries  and  Food, 

However.,  so  far  as  the  distribution  of  milk  by  retailers  is  concerned,  the 
position  is  closely  watched,  and  during  the  year,  there  were  no  complaints.  As 
there  are  only  a small  number  of  food  premises,  these  can  be,  and  are,  regularly 
inspected. 

DISPOSAL  J3F_C0NDEMN^  - No  slaughtering  of  animals  takes  place  in  the  district 

so  that  the  presence  of  unsound  food  is  rare.  The  occasional  tins  of  unsound  food 
reported  by,  or  found  at,  grocer’s  shops,  are  disposed  of  by  burial. 

ICE  CREAM  - No  ice  cream  is  manufactured  in  this  district. 

MEAT  - As  mentioned  above,  no  slaughtering  is  carried  out  in  the  district,  and  all 
meat  entering  the  area  is  fr^m  animals  slaughtered  in  the  neighbouring  towns.  It 
is  retailed  from  trade smeni  vans  which  are  regulafly  inspected.  During  the  year 
everything  was  up  to  standard. 

RODENT  CONTROL.  Number  of  visits  by  the  Rodent  Control  Officer  during  the  year  in 
Forden  Rural  District  - 671 • 

Number  of  treatments  carried  out  - 85  • 

SECTION  F.jljFECTIOUS  DISEASE . 

There  were  105  notifications  (53  male,  52  female)  during  the  year  distributed 
as  follows :- 

Measles:  82  (male  2+4;  female  38) 

Whooping  cough:  16  (8  in  each  sex  ) 

' Pneumonia:  5 (male  3;  female  2) 

Scarlet  Fever:  1 (male) 

Poliomyelitis:  1 (male). 
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Measles : Analys is  of  Age  Groups  Affected . 


male 

female 

1 

male 

Quarters 

11 

female  male 

• 

female 

IV 

male 

female 

Under  1 year 

2 " 

2 

1-2  years 

5 

5 

1 

1 

2 

4 

2 

2-3  " 

4 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

3-4  " 

2 

3 

1 

2' 

2 

4-5 

6 

4 

1 

1 

5 

2 - 

1 

Total  under  5 years 

171  .. 

15 

•3  ' 

... 

11 

11 

3 

1 

5-6  years 

7 

5 

2 

3 

4 

1 

1 

1 

6-7  » 

4 

5 

1 

3 

4 

1 

7-8  " 

4 

7 

3 

5 

1 

1 

1 

8-9  " 

1 

2 

1 

2 

9-10  " 

4 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

Total  5-10  years 

20 

20 

8 

8 

ib 

9 

2 

3 

10-14  " 

4 

2 

1 

2 

3 

15-24  " 

1 

1 

Over  25  years 

1 

1 

1 

1 

age  unknown 

1 

1 

Total (all  ages) 

44 

38 

12 

X5 

21 

7 

4 

NOTE:  There  were  no  notifications  in  the  third  quarter. 


Whooping  Cough : AgeJbaaXy^ . 

1- 2  years 

2- 3  " 

3- 4  ” 

4- 5  " 

Total  under  5 years 

5- 6  years 

6- 7  " 

9-40  " 

Total  5-10  years 

Total 

* these  children  had  received  whooping  cough  vaccination,  one  of  them  a year 
“before,  one  of  them  two  years  before  and  two  of  them  three  years  before. 

X no  records  are  held  regarding  the  vaccination  state  of  these  two  children. 

NOTE:  Ten  children  had  not  received  whooping  cough  vaccination. 

Pneumonia : These  five  cases  (males  aged  25 * 45  and  62  years,  and  females  aged  30 

and  56  years)  were  scattered  throughout  the  year  and  also  throughout  the 
district. 

Poliomyelitis : This  case  unf ortunately  occurred  in  a young  man  who  had  only  just 

taken  up  residence  in  the  district  consequent  upon  his  appointment  as  a 
Council  official.  It  is  likely  that  he  had  contracted  the  infection 
els where . 

It  is  gratifying  to  record  that  there  were  no  dearths  due  to  measles. 


Male 

1* 

1 

2* 

_1 

J 

1 

2 


female 

1 

1* 

IX 

3 

2 

2 

IX 


8 


Over:- 


in. 


G 


Epidemics  of  measles  are  known  to  occur  in  cities  at  regular  intervals  and  at 
much  less  frequent  intervals  in  isolated  communities  such  as  certain  of  the  Yorkshire 
dales.  A study  of  this  disease  over  the  past  years  in  Porden  District  is  all  the 
more  interesting  therefore;  tecause  it  would  appear  to  place  this  District  in  an 
intermediate  position*  The  following  table  of  the  distribution  of  cases  during  the 
period  1955-58  shows  that  although  there  is  a semblance  of  rhythmicity  about  their 
occurrence;  they  tend  to  fall  into  geographical  groups  apparently  somewhat  independ- 
ent as  regards  time. 

The  general  sequence  of  events,  as  far  as  can  be  gathered  from  nctif ications , was 
that  in  1955 (l  and  11}  Berriew  was  the  main  focus  of  measles,  followed  in  1955(111 
and  lV)by  Churchstcke.  In  1956 (lV) and  1957(l)  Churchstoke  and  Berriew  ware  again  the 
mair.  foci.  In  1957(ll)  attention  switched  to  Bausley  and  back  to  Berriew  again  in 
1957(iv)and  1958(1)  In  1958(l)Llandyssil  and  Abermule  became  the  most  affected 
districts,  followed  in  1958(11) by  Porden. 

This  distribution  can  be  understood  more  readily  when  one  realises  that  four 
or  perhaps  five  towns  are  used  by  the  population  for  market  purposes.  Although 
many  will  use  more  than  one  town,  others  will  confine  their  interests  to  the  one 
town*  Communication  will,  in  any  case  be  slower  and  more  sporadic. 


The  a.ge  distribution  of  the  cases  is  similar  to  that  of  previous  years  and  this 
again  betokens  the  effect  of  rural  isolation  because  in  the  period  1955-58,  there 
were  four  times  as  many  cases  over  ten  years  of  age  as  there  were  in  Welshpool. 
Taking  the  aggregate  of  the  figures  in  the  following  table  it  can  be  shown  that  100 
families  had  154  cases  of  measles  47  of  whom  were  under  the  age  of  five  years. 


Year  and 
Quarter 


District 


Under  5 aged  total  Number  of  famil- 

ye ar s of  age  5 years  cases  ies  affected.  ..  _ 


195 5 1 Berriew 

" (estate) 
Middletown 
Leighton 
Porden 
Garthmyl 

TOTAL 

H Berriew 

Porden 
Middletown 
Brooks 
Garthmyl 

TOTAL 


Brooks 

Bausley 

" (estate)  2 

Berriew 

Coedway  2 

Churchstoke . 1 

" (estate) 

Hanmerewig  1 


Castle  Caereinion 


1 1 

3 2 

1 1 

2 1 

5 18  13 

17  ^ 

2 1 

1 1 


IV 


TOTAL 


8 


Castle  Caereinion 
Churchstoke 

” (estate) 


TOTAL 


11. 


Year  and 
Quarter 

Distriot 

1956  1 

NIL 

am — p 
11 

Berriew 

111 

r\T 

Berriew 

Forden 

Berriew 

Middletown  (estate) 

Middletpwn 

Churchstoke 

Brooks 

Llandyssil 

TOTAL 

1957  1 

Churchstoke 

Leighton 

TOTAL 

s 

Leighton 

Bausley 

" (estate) 
Garthmyl 

Castle  Caereinion 

TOTAL 

Fr-fj 

EhB 

l — 1 

NIL 

IV 

Berriew 
" (estate) 
Garthmyl 

Under  5 yrs 

of  age 


Aged 


Total 

oases 


1958 


11 


TOTAL 


Berriew 

n (estate) 
Garthmyl 
Llandyssil 

H (estate) 

Abermule 
Forden 
Bans ley 
Sam 

Churchstoke 

TOTAL 


Abermule 

Middletown 

Forden 

" (estate) 
TOTAL 


7 


1 

18 

1 

2 


22 


% 

1 

X 


12 

2 

4 

4 

2 

4 

1 

1 

1 

l 

32 


3 

4 

JL 

10 


l 

1 

n 

4 

2 
1 
1 
1_ 

20 

24 

1 


1 

4 


25_ 

3 

5 

35 

1 

__2_ 

46 


Number  of 

families 

affected 

1 

1 
1 
7 
3 
2 
1 
1 

i 

15. 

15 
1 


l6 


2 

3 

20 

1 

2 


28 


T-r^i  j.j«  j . 


11 


* Belongs  to  family  in  previous  quarter 


8 

37 

25 

2 

6 

4 

2 

17 

11 

2 

14 

9 

2 

13 

8 

7 

24 

13 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

_JL 

2 

2 

24 

117 

ji 6 

2 

6 

4 

1 

1 

4 

22 

16 

1 

12 

8 

7 

41 

29  “ 

J-  r.  r 


